
 
Mother’s Day DIY Gift Guide:  

Pop-Up Cards  
 

Mother’s Day cards are a holiday 

tradition. Many artists have 

designed innovative and 

interesting cards. Today we are 

looking at a work from our 

collection by artist Peter Coffin. 

 

This artist uses dimension and 

shape to bring the idea of a pop-

up photo to life. Pop-up cards are 

an easy way to add a little extra 

‘wow’ to your Mother’s Day gifts. 

 

 

 

 

This tutorial creates a ‘step out’ pop-up card that folds up when you open your card. 

Follow the instructions below to create a pop-up card. 

 

Supplies 

 

● Three sheets of paper (Colored or plain) 

● A pencil or pen 

● Scissors 

● Paint, Crayon, or Markers to add decoration 

● Glue 

 

 

 

 

Peter Coffin, American, Untitled (Spiral, Pop-Up Photo Album) from 

the Peter Norton Family Christmas Project, 2006, Mixed media 

multiple. Gift of David Mickenberg, 2018. (2018.13.4) 
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Directions 

 

Step 1: Choose one of your pieces of paper. Fold it in half. Use your pencil to draw 

two equal size, straight lines about an inch apart. This will make the ‘step out’. 

 

Step 2: Use your scissors to cut along your lines. Unfold your paper. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 3: Push your cut section out. It should make a square shape standing up from 

the paper. Fold your paper in half with the ‘step out’ pointing out and rub the flat 

surface of the card by rolling your pencil across it. This will make your pop-up piece 

stronger and fold with your card. 

 

Step 4: Open your card. Your pop-up section should move as you open your card. If it 

does not, repeat step three. 

 

  

 

Step 5: Glue the back of the sheet of paper containing your pop-up to another piece 

of paper. This covers up the gap created by the pop up and allows you to decorate the 

outside. 
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Step 6: Add decorations to the inside and outside of your card. You can glue on a 

shape or picture to your pop-up card to decorate it. Add all of your finishing touches! 

 

Share your creations with us on social media by tagging us at 

@AtownArtMuseum and #AAMatHome! 

 

 

 


